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The Historical Commission has been collecting materials relating to
Dune Acres and its residents with the object of preserving the materials
and eventually producing a history of the community. SO much®finterest
has come to 1ight that we plan to distribute from time to time selections
from the collection. Those attached have to do with the Clubhouse and

former Guesthouse.

When Dune Acres was 1aid out between 1923 and 1926, the plans included
a golf course, a marina-1like harbor, and a Clubhouse and Guesthouse. A1l
but the marina were open in the summer of 1926. The Guesthouse register,
which has been preserved by the Dune Acres Social Committee, shows that the
Guesthouse was open year round for a few years, but by 1930 operated only
from April through October. There seem to have been six to eight guest rooms,
occupied fairly fully on summer weekends, with occasional guests through the
other seasons. Many were regulars, most from Chicago, but there were others
from around the state, for example from Fort Wayne, Wabash, Anderson, and
from more exotic places such as flint, Michigan, Philadelphia, and Aberdeen,
South Dakota. There is less information about the dining room, which was
located in the Clubhouse, but there are some records of large parties, for
instance on October 12, 1927, a group of 54 for dinner from the University
Club of Michigan City. The facilities remained popular during the Depression
and World War II. Thanks to Dan Jenkins, we have a menu from the then-styled
"Harbor View Inn" from 1944 or 1945 which offered a roast turkey dinner for
$1.10, broiled lake trout for $ .85 and a casserole of baked beans for § .65.
éemon cream pie or orange layer cake were 15 cents and coffee or tea were a

ime.

The facilities were open through October, 1947, but in 1948, the Town
Board (which always ran them as a Town function) had discontinued the operation
and was considering ways of selling off kitchen equipment, bed linens and
the like. The Guesthouse was eventually torn down and the Clubhouse used
only for events planned by the Social Committee, formed in the late 1940's.
How this came about is related by Bobbie Smith in an interview taped for the
Historical Commission archives. She recalls that the Clubhouse "Jjust sat there
for a while with all these greasy skillets in the kitchen, and the stove caked
with stuff. Connie Bennett spearheaded the idea of clean it up and lets use
it for town parties. So we scrubbed and cleaned that kitchen up, and threw
old stuff out...we really worked hard getting it all fixed. And then Mildred
Swygert became the head of the first Social Committee. We had a group of
people who took their sewing machines, and we made curtains -- 1 mean it was
just really a real community effort. We made table cloths, and....and then,
started having these parties up there."

The current Town Board had the Clubhouse surveyed in the summer of 1989
by an architect and an expert on preservation of 109 buildings. They reported
it to be in good condition; only minor repairs are needed and the addition of
safety features and access for the handicapped to meet legal requirements. The
South Bend office of Historic Landmarks (of Indiana) helped in providing
expert advice on preservation and were so taken with the building that an article
on the Clubhouse appeared in the Indiana preservationist for November-December ,




1989. A copy is included among the attached documents.

The Historical Commission would welcome other information (documents
or reminiscences) about this or other aspects of Dune Acres history.
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